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1
IMBALANCE CORRECTION METHOD AND
IMBALANCE CORRECTION AMOUNT
CALCULATION DEVICE FOR ROTOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JIP2011/069747, filed on Aug. 31, 2011,
which claims priority from Japanese Patent Application No.
2010-218651, filed Sep. 29, 2010, the contents of all of which
are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an imbalance correction
method and an imbalance correction amount calculating
device for a rotator.

BACKGROUND ART

For rotating devices, such as a turbocharger, a rotating
electrical machine, and a power generator turbine, it is nec-
essary to enhance the precisions of respective components of
the rotating devices to reduce vibration caused by the rotation
of a rotator. In addition to such enhancement, imbalance of
the assembled rotating devices is corrected (correction of
imbalance). According to the imbalance correction method
proposed in Patent Document 1 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent
Publication No. 2003-302305) and to a turbocharger assem-
bly, it is attempted to accurately correct the imbalance
through two corrections. More specifically, the imbalance
correction method disclosed in Patent Document 1 (Japanese
Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2003-302305) performs
measurement twice and correction twice on a turbocharger
assembly. In the first measurement, an initial imbalance is
measured, and in the first correction, such an initial imbalance
is eliminated. Next, the second measurement is performed on
the turbocharger assembly having undergone the first correc-
tion, thereby measuring the remaining imbalance. The mea-
sured remaining imbalance is not directly corrected, but is
corrected at first based on the ratio of the initial imbalance
measured through the first measurement to the corrected level
actually performed in the first correction. Next, the second
correction is performed so as to correct the remaining imbal-
ance having undergone the correction.

The balance tester proposed in Patent Document 2 (Japa-
nese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2005-308538) detects
imbalance only at a certain rotation speed (a rotation speed at
the time of'actual operation in most cases) of'a rotator, and the
imbalance is corrected based on the detection result or the
imbalance is corrected while assuming that the rotator is a
rigid body, thereby addressing the technical disadvantage of
an imbalance correction method. More specifically, the bal-
ance tester of Patent Document 2 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent
Publication No. 2005-308538) includes a rotor holding
device having a holder member that holds a rotor (rotator) and
driven at an arbitrary rotating speed, a rotation speed detector
that detects a rotation speed of the rotor, and a vibration
detector that detects an imbalance vibration of the rotor at one
or multiple locations in the axial direction of the rotor. The
rotating speed detector and the vibration detector measure the
imbalance vibration of the rotor for each arbitrary rotation
speed set in advance from the slowest rotation speed to the
fastest rotation speed. The balance tester calculates a correc-
tion weight to be added or subtracted at certain location
(corrected face) of the rotor in the axial direction set in
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advance based on the measured result. The imbalance tester
of Patent Document 2 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2005-308538) includes a control device, which pre-
dicts a remaining vibration at each rotation speed when it is
presumed that the correction weight is added to or subtracted
from the corrected face, and displays the weight level of the
correction weight to be attached to the corrected face and the
phase angle. The tester measures the remaining vibration with
the correction weight corresponding to the weight level dis-
played by the control device being actually attached to the
corrected face, and repeats those successive processes until
the remaining vibration becomes smaller than a managing
value. The correction weight is calculated through the lowest
square technique.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems that the Invention is to Solve

The imbalance correction method disclosed in Patent
Document 1 is a correction for making the vibration value at
a certain rotation speed (a rotation speed with a maximum
vibration value) to be zero. FIG. 17 of the present application
illustrates how a vibration value indicated by a dashed line is
made to be zero at a certain rotation speed (correction rotation
speed in FIG. 17). In this case, however, the vibration cannot
be suppressed in some cases as small as possible at any
rotation speeds other than the certain rotation speed. In the
case of FIG. 17, the vibration value indicated by a continuous
line exceeds the vibration standards at both sides of the cer-
tain rotation speed. The practical rotation speed of the rotator
in a rotating device like a turbocharger spreads, however,
across the wide range, and it is necessary that the standards for
an axial vibration of the rotator have a vibration value set to be
less than or equal to a certain value within the range of the
rotation speed widespread to some level; That is, the imbal-
ance correction method disclosed in Patent Document 1 does
not satisfy the axial vibration standards of the rotating device
like a turbocharger in some cases.

In contrast, the balance tester disclosed in Patent Docu-
ment 2 measures imbalance vibration of the rotor for each
arbitrary rotation speed set in advance between the slowest
rotation speed and the fastest rotation speed, and calculates
the correction weight based on the measured result. Next, the
balance tester predicts the remaining vibration at each rota-
tion speed when it is presumed that the correction weight is
added to or subtracted from the corrected face. Hence, unlike
Patent Document 1, the balance tester of Patent Document 2
can cope with the axial vibration standards having, at a rota-
tion speed within the range of the rotation speed widespread
to some level, a vibration value of a rotator set to be less than
or equal to a certain value. According to the balance tester of
Patent Document 2, however, the correction weight is calcu-
lated through the lowest square technique, and thus the
remaining vibration may become out of the standards within
the range of the determination rotation speeds. When, for
example, the remaining vibration value is extremely small at
arotation speed other than the certain rotation speed but when
the remaining vibration value exceeds the standards only at
the certain rotation speed, the remaining vibration value often
exceeds the standards at the certain rotation speed even if the
correction weight calculated and optimized through the low-
est square technique is applied.

It is an objective of the present invention to provide an
imbalance correction method and an imbalance correction
amount calculating device for a rotator that can cause a vibra-
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tion value within a range of determination rotation speeds to
be less than or equal to standards.

Means for Solving the Problems

To achieve the foregoing objective and in accordance with
one aspect of the present invention, an imbalance correction
method for correcting imbalance of a rotator is provided. The
method includes measuring a vibration state of the rotator
before a provisional correction and a vibration state of the
rotator after the provisional correction at multiple rotation
speeds within a range of determination rotation speeds. The
method also includes calculating, from vibration vectors at
the respective rotation speeds, a range of set of terminal points
of'correction vectors for obtaining a vibration value satisfying
a vibration standards for each rotation speed. The method
further includes: selecting a definite correction vector from
the correction vectors having terminal points in an area where
the respective ranges of the sets calculated for the respective
rotation speeds overlap with each other among the plurality of
correction vectors; setting a definite correction amount and a
definite correction phase based on the definite correction
vector; and correcting the imbalance of the rotator based on
the definite correction amount and the definite correction
phase.

The term “range of determination rotation speeds” means a
range of rotation speeds at which a determination on whether
or not a vibration value of the rotator is within a vibration
standards when the rotator rotates at that rotation speed. That
is, the “range of determination rotation speeds” is selected
within the range of rotation speeds of the rotator when the
rotator rotates, i.e., the range of actual rotation speeds, and is
notalways consistent with the range of actual rotation speeds.
The term “definite correction vector” is a correction vector
including a correction amount (definite correction amount)
and a correction phase (definite correction phase) for correct-
ing the imbalance of the rotator finally after a provisional
correction. The term “vibration state of rotator” can be
expressed by, for example, a vibration value of the rotator and
a phase thereof.

According to this imbalance correction method, with
respect to the rotator subjected to a provisional imbalance
correction, a vibration state of the rotator before the provi-
sional correction and a vibration state of the rotator after the
provisional correction are measured at multiple rotation
speeds within the range of the determination rotation speeds.
Next, a range of a set of terminal points of correction vectors
for obtaining a vibration value satisfying the vibration stan-
dards is calculated for each rotation speed from the vibration
vector at each rotation speed in both vibration states. Subse-
quently, the definite correction vector is selected from the
correction vectors having terminal points in an area where
respective ranges of the sets overlap with each other among
the plurality of correction vectors. The correction amount
(definite correction amount) and the correction phase (defi-
nite correction phase) for performing final imbalance correc-
tion are set based on that definite correction vector. Moreover,
the imbalance correction is performed based on the definite
correction amount and the definite correction phase. Hence,
the imbalance correction method can set the vibration value
of the rotator within the range of the determination rotation
speeds to be less than or equal to the standards.

In the imbalance correction method, a correction phase
when the provisional correction is performed is preferably set
based on an initial vibration phase of the rotator at a rotation
speed corresponding to a natural frequency of a jig. The term
“natural frequency of jig” means a natural frequency of a unit
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4

that entirely includes a jig and the rotator in a non-rotated
condition with the rotator being supported by the jig that is
used when the vibration state of the rotator is measured.

When the imbalance correction method is performed,
depending on the imbalance state of the rotator before the
provisional correction, there is a tendency that an adequate
definite correction vector cannot be set if the correction phase
is set to be within a predetermined range when the provisional
correction is performed. However, when the provisional cor-
rection phase that is a phase when the provisional correction
is performed is set as described above in association with the
jig natural frequency, the provisional correction phase
becomes a further adequate value. Hence, the imbalance cor-
rection method can set a further adequate definite correction
vector regardless of the imbalance state of the rotator before
the provisional correction.

In the imbalance correction method, a correction amount
when the provisional correction is performed is preferably
calculated based on a relationship between an average value
of initial vibration values of the rotator and an initial condi-
tion imbalance amount. When the imbalance correction
method is applied, depending on the imbalance state of the
rotator before the provisional correction and the provisional
correction amount that is a correction amount when the pro-
visional correction is applied; there is a tendency that the
vibration value of the rotator does not satisfy the vibration
standards. That is, when the imbalance correction is per-
formed based on the definite correction amount and the defi-
nite correction phase both set based on the definite correction
vector, the vibration value after the definite correction is
likely to become inconsistent with the predicted vibration
value. When, however, the provisional correction amount that
is a correction amount when the provisional correction is
applied is calculated as described above in association with
the average value of the initial vibration values, the provi-
sional correction amount becomes further an adequate cor-
rection amount. Hence, the vibration value of the rotator after
the imbalance correction is performed based on the definite
correction amount and the definite correction phase both set
based on the definite correction vector further surely satisfies
the vibration standards.

In the imbalance correction method, as the definite correc-
tion vector, a correction vector having a highest correction
effect is preferably selected among the correction vectors
having terminal points in the area where the respective ranges
of'the sets overlap with each other. In this case, the optimized
correction vector is selected as the definite correction vector.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
an imbalance correction amount calculating device is pro-
vided that calculates a correction amount for correcting
imbalance of a rotator. The device includes a rotation speed
measuring unit that detects a rotation speed of the rotator, a
vibration value measuring unit, a vibration phase measuring
unit, and a calculating unit that calculates an adequate cor-
rection amount for correcting the imbalance of the rotator.
The calculating unit calculates, for each rotation speed, a
range of set of terminal points of correction vectors for
obtaining a vibration value satisfying a vibration standards
from a vibration vector at each rotation speed based on a
vibration state of the rotator before a provisional correction
and a vibration state of the rotator after the provisional cor-
rection both measured at multiple rotation speeds within a
range of determination rotation speeds. The calculating unit
also selects a definite correction vector from the correction
vectors having terminal points in an area where the respective
ranges of the sets at the respective rotation speeds overlap
with each other among the plurality of correction vectors.
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Further, the calculating unit calculates the adequate correc-
tion amount based on the definite correction vector. The term
“adequate correction amount” means a correction amount
(definite correction amount) and a correction phase (definite
correction phase) both necessary for correcting the imbalance
of the rotator.

Such an imbalance correction amount calculating device
can perform, among the processes when the above-described
imbalance correction method is carried out, processes up to
the decision of a correction amount (definite correction
amount) and a correction phase (definite correction phase) for
eventually correcting the imbalance based on the definite
correction vector. When the imbalance of the rotator is even-
tually corrected by the definite correction amount and the
definite correction phase both calculated in this manner, the
vibration value of the rotator within the range of the determi-
nation rotation speeds can be less than or equal to the stan-
dards.

The calculating unit preferably calculates a correction
phase when the provisional correction is performed based on
an initial vibration phase of the rotator at a rotation speed
corresponding to a natural frequency of a jig. Hence, the
imbalance correction amount calculating device can calculate
anadequate definite correction vector regardless of the imbal-
ance state of the rotator before the provisional correction.

The calculating unit preferably calculates a correction
amount when the provisional correction is performed based
on a relationship between an average value of initial vibration
values of the rotator and an initial condition imbalance
amount. Hence, the provisional correction amount becomes
an adequate correction amount. The vibration value of the
rotator after the imbalance correction is performed by the
definite correction amount and the definite correction phase
both set based on the definite correction vector always satis-
fies the vibration standards.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of an imbal-
ance correction method according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view illustrating a correction device
that performs the imbalance correction method of FIG. 1 and
a rotating device subjected to the correction;

FIG. 3(a) is a graph illustrating a relationship between a
rotation speed and a vibration value of a rotator illustrated in
FIG. 2 in an initial vibration state;

FIG. 3(b) is a graph illustrating a relationship between a
rotation speed and a phase in the initial vibration state;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating, with a mode circle, a
relationship between a vibration vector and a vibration stan-
dards of the rotator illustrated in FIG. 2;

FIGS. 5(a) and 5(b) are diagrams each illustrating an
operation of obtaining a correction vector that causes a vibra-
tion value at a certain rotation speed to be within standards;

FIGS. 6(a) and 6(b) are diagrams each illustrating an
operation of obtaining a correction vector that causes a vibra-
tion value at each rotation speed to be within the standards;

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating a relationship between a
rotation speed and a vibration value of the rotator before and
after the imbalance correction;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating a case in which
some of circles representing the range of a set of terminal
points of correction vectors at respective rotation speeds do
not overlap;

FIG. 9 is a front view illustrating a test weight installer;
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FIGS. 10(a) to 10(d) are diagrams each illustrating a rela-
tionship between an installed position of a test weight in a
different workpiece with a no-solution position and presence/
absence of a solution;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a provisional correction
process in an imbalance correction method according to a
second embodiment;

FIGS. 12(a) and 12(b) are diagrams each illustrating a
relationship among an initial vibration, a trial corrected vibra-
tion and an actually corrected vibration;

FIG. 13 is a graph illustrating a relationship between ini-
tial-condition imbalance amount and an initial vibration aver-
age value;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a provisional correction
process of an imbalance correction method according to a
third embodiment;

FIGS. 15(a) to 15(d) are diagrams describing a conven-
tional impeller nut grinding technique;

FIGS. 16(a) to 16(d) are diagrams each describing an
impeller nut grinding method according to a fourth embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 17 is a graph illustrating a technical disadvantage
when a correction is performed through the technique dis-
closed in Patent Document 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 to 7 illustrate an imbalance correction method for
an automobile turbocharger according to a first embodiment
of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the imbalance correction method
includes an initial vibration measuring step S1, a provisional
correction step S2, an imbalance state checking step S3, a
correction-vector-set range calculating step S4, an adequate
correction amount calculating step S5, and an imbalance cor-
recting step S6.

In the initial vibration measuring step S1, an initial vibra-
tion state of the turbocharger that is a rotating device, i.e., a
vibration state before a provisional correction, more specifi-
cally, a vibration value of the turbocharger before the provi-
sional correction and a phase thereof are measured at multiple
rotation speeds within a range of determination rotation
speeds. Next, a relationship between the rotation speed and
the vibration value and the relationship between the rotation
speed and the phase are obtained for each rotation speed.

In the provisional correction step S2, a provisional correc-
tion is performed based on an arbitrary correction vector. In
order to correct the imbalance of the turbocharger, there are a
technique of adding a weight to the turbocharger and a tech-
nique of removing a correction part, which is a part of the
turbocharger. In the present embodiment, a technique for
removing a correction part is carried out.

Inthe imbalance state checking step S3, the vibration states
of the turbocharger having undergone a provisional correc-
tion are measured at multiple rotation speeds within the range
of the determination rotation speeds. A relationship between
acircle indicating a vibration standards and a vibration vector
is obtained from the measurement result for each rotation
speed.

In the correction-vector-set range calculating step S4,
respective ranges of the set of terminal points of the correc-
tion vectors at respective rotation speeds within the range of
the determination rotation speeds are calculated based on the
relationship between the vibration vectors at multiple rotation
speeds within the range of the determination rotation speeds
obtained in the imbalance state checking step S3 and the
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circle indicating the vibration standards, and a correction
vector for correcting the imbalance of the vibration measured
in the initial vibration measuring step S1.

In the adequate correction amount calculating step S5, a
definite correction vector is selected based on an area where
respective ranges of set of the terminal points of the correc-
tion vectors at respective rotation speeds calculated in the
correction-vector-set range calculating step S4 overlap with
each other. A definite correction amount is calculated from
the vibration value of the definite correction vector. More-
over, a definite correction phase is calculated and set from the
phase of the definite correction vector.

In the imbalance correcting step S6, a correction process-
ing is performed based on the definite correction amount and
the definite correction phase calculated in the adequate cor-
rection amount calculating step S5.

FIG. 2 illustrates a correction device that carries out the
imbalance correction method. The correction device includes
an mounting jig 12 fastened on a base plate 10 via a vibration
absorbing rubber members 11, a vibration pickup unit 13, a
laser rotation indicator 14, which is a rotation speed measur-
ing unit, an FFT analyzer 15, a control device 16, which is a
calculating unit, and a correction machining device 17. An
imbalance correction amount calculating device that calcu-
lates an adequate correction amount for correcting the imbal-
ance of a turbocharger 20 includes the base plate 10, the
vibration absorbing rubber members 11, the mounting jig 12,
the vibration pickup unit 13, the laser rotation indicator 14,
the FFT analyzer 15, and the control device 16. A vibration
value measuring unit that measures the vibration value of the
turbocharger 20 and a vibration phase measuring unit that
measures the vibration phase of the turbocharger 20 are con-
figured by the vibration pickup unit 13 and the FFT analyzer
15, respectively.

The turbocharger 20 is mounted on the mounting jig 12.
The mounting jig 12 is in communication with a supply
piping 31 that supplies factory air as compressed air to the
intake port (not shown) of the turbocharger 20. The supply
piping 31 is provided with a flow rate regulating valve 32 that
adjusts the flow volume of the compressed air supplied to the
turbocharger 20. Adjustment of the flow rate regulating valve
32 makes the rotation speed of the turbine wheel of the tur-
bocharger 20 adjustable.

The vibration pickup unit 13 measures the vibration of the
turbocharger 20, and outputs a measurement signal obtained
as a measurement result to the FFT analyzer 15. The laser
rotation indicator 14 measures the rotation speed of an impel-
ler 21 that is a rotator of the turbocharger 20, and outputs a
measurement signal obtained as a measurement result of the
rotation speed to the FFT analyzer 15.

The FFT analyzer 15 performs frequency analysis based on
measurement signals received from the vibration pickup unit
13 and the laser rotation indicator 14, respectively, and out-
puts a signal that is an analysis result to the control device 16.

The control device 16 calculates, for each rotation speed
based on a vibration state of the rotator before a provisional
correction (i.e., the vibration value of the turbocharger 20 and
the phase thereof) measured at the multiple rotation speeds
within the range of the determination rotation speeds based
on the output signal received from the FFT analyzer 15, and
the vibration state after the provisional correction, the range
of'the set of terminal points of correction vectors for obtaining
a vibration value satisfying the vibration standards from the
vibration vectors at respective rotation speeds. The control
device 16 selects the definite correction vector from the cor-
rection vectors having respective terminal points located in an
area where the ranges of the sets at respective rotation speeds
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overlap with each other among the plurality of correction
vectors. The control device 16 calculates an adequate correc-
tion amount for correcting the imbalance of the rotator, i.e.,
the definite correction amount and the definite correction
phase (correction direction) based on the selected definite
correction vector. In the present embodiment, acceleration is
utilized as the vibration value. The control device 16 outputs
signals including the definite correction amount and the defi-
nite correction phase to the correction machining device 17
based on the adequate correction amount.

The correction machining device 17 corrects the imbalance
based on the signals output by the control device 16. The
correction machining device 17 corrects the imbalance by
cutting an impeller nut 22 for fastening the impeller 21 to the
shaft.

(Operation)

Next, an explanation will be given of an action of the
correction device employing the above-described structure.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, with the turbocharger 20 being
mounted at a predetermined portion of the correction device
through the mounting jig 12, the imbalance correction
method is carried out in accordance with the flowchart of FIG.
1.

First, in the initial vibration measuring step S1, the control
device 16 receives measurement signals from the vibration
pickup unit 13 and the laser rotation indicator 14 through the
FFT analyzer 15 within the range of the determination rota-
tion speeds, thereby checking (grasping) the initial vibration
state of the turbocharger 20, i.e., the initial vibration value of
the turbocharger 20 and the initial phase thereof. More spe-
cifically, the control device 16 adjusts the flow rate regulating
valve 32, thereby changing the rotation speed of the impeller
21 atthe interval of 200 rpm within the range of determination
rotation speeds, which are, for example, from 60000 rpm to
85000 rpm. The control device 16 receives the measurement
signals from the vibration pickup unit 13 and the laser rotation
indicator 14 at each rotation speed through the FFT analyzer
15. As a result, the control device 16 obtains the relationship
between the rotation speed of the turbocharger 20 and the
vibration value thereof as illustrated in FIG. 3(a), and obtains
the relationship between the rotation speed and the phase as
illustrated in FIG. 3(b).

As illustrated in FIG. 3(a), the vibration value of the tur-
bocharger 20 becomes the maximum at the rotation speed of,
for example, 80000 rpm, and as illustrated in FIG. 3(b), the
phase at this time is —109 degrees. When this relationship is
drawn with a mode circle technique such that, in a coordinate
system having an origin and a reference axis, the vibration
value is expressed by a distance from the origin of the coor-
dinate and the phase is expressed by an angle from the refer-
ence axis of the coordinate, a curve C illustrated in FIG. 4 is
obtained. The curve C is a trace of the terminal point of the
vibration vector. The reference axis is an axis running to the
right from the origin in FIG. 4. The phase is indicated by a
positive value when measured in the counterclockwise direc-
tion from the reference axis, and is indicated by a negative
value when measured in the clockwise direction. In FIG. 4, a
straight line having an initial point that is the origin and a
terminal point that is a dot over the curve C is a vibration
vector at the rotation speed corresponding to that point. FIG.
4 illustrates the vibration vector at the rotation speed of 80000
rpm. FIG. 4 draws the vibration standards by a circle around
the origin. That is, in FIG. 4, a portion of the curve C indicat-
ing the rotation speed of the turbocharger 20 other than por-
tions located within the circle of the vibration standards (i.e.,
portion outwardly of circle) does not satisfy the vibration
standards.
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Next, in the provisional correction step S2, the control
device 16 performs provisional correction on the imbalance
of'the turbocharger 20 based on an arbitrary correction vector.
More specifically, the control device 16 calculates, for
example, a correction vector corresponding to the vibration
vector at the rotation speed of the maximum vibration value.
Moreover, the control device 16 outputs signals including the
correction amount and the correction direction calculated
based on the vibration value of the correction vector and the
phase thereof to the correction machining device 17. The
correction machining device 17 cuts the impeller nut 22 based
on the signals output by the control device 16 (see, for
example, the impeller nut 22 and a grinding tool 26 illustrated
in FIG. 15).

Subsequently, in the imbalance state checking step S3, the
control device 16 receives respective measurement signals
from the vibration pickup unit 13 and the laser rotation indi-
cator 14 through the FFT analyzer 15 at multiple rotation
speeds within the range of the determination rotation speeds,
thereby checking and grasping the vibration state (vibration
value and phase) of the turbocharger 20. Hence, like the initial
vibration measuring step S1, the relationship between the
rotation speed of the turbocharger 20 and the vibration value
thereof and the relationship between the rotation speed of the
turbocharger 20 and the phase thereof are obtained at multiple
rotation speeds within the range of the determination rotation
speeds. Next, the control device 16 obtains a relationship
between a circle indicating the vibration standards of the
turbocharger 20 and the vibration vector at each rotation
speed at the interval of 200 rpm within the range of the
determination rotation speeds. More specifically, based on a
relationship among each rotation speed, vibration value, and
phase, as illustrated in FIG. 5(a), in the coordinate system
having the vibration value expressed by a distance from the
origin and the phase expressed by an angle from the reference
axis, the curve C indicating the position of the terminal point
of the vibration vector at each rotation speed is drawn. The
terminal point of the vibration vector at each rotation speed is
expressed as a dot over the curve illustrated in FIG. 5(a).
Respective straight lines having the initial point that is the
origin in the coordinate of FIG. 5(a) and a terminal point that
is a dot over the curve C are vibration vectors at respective
rotation speeds.

Next, in the correction-vector-set range calculating step
S4, the control device 16 calculates the range of the set of the
terminal points of the correction vectors at respective rotation
speeds based on the relationship between the vibration vector
at each rotation speed within the range of the determination
rotation speeds obtained in the imbalance state checking step
S3 and the circle indicating the vibration standards. The num-
ber of the correction vectors that causes the vibration value at
a certain rotation speed 0 rpm to be within the vibration
standards is not limited to one. For example, as illustrated in
FIG. 5(a), corresponding to respective vectors V1, V2, and V3
that interconnect dots 6 corresponding to the certain rotation
speed and over the curve C with dots (only three dots are
illustrated in the figure as representative examples) within the
circle of the vibration standards, correction vectors V1s, V2s
and V3s are present as illustrated in FIG. 5(b). As illustrated
in FIG. 5(b), the range within a circle AS where the terminal
points of all correction vectors V1s, V2s, and V3s calculated
correspondingly to the respective vectors V1, V2, and V3 in
FIG. 5(a) is the range of the set of the terminal points of the
correction vectors.

Next, in the adequate correction amount calculating step
S5, the control device 16 calculates the range of the set of the
terminal points of the correction vectors at respective rotation
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speeds over the curve C before standardization illustrated in
FIG. 6(a). As illustrated in FIG. 6(b), the range of the set of the
terminal points of the correction vectors corresponding to the
respective rotation speeds can be represented as the circle AS
having a part of the range of the set overlapping the circle AS
of'the range of another set. In FIG. 6(b), a straight line having
aterminal point that is a dot within an overlap area Ao of each
circle As and an initial point that is the origin of the coordinate
is a correction vector indicating an adequate correction
amount. More specifically, the correction vector causes the
vibration value at each rotation speed within the range of the
determination rotation speeds of the turbocharger 20 having
undergone imbalance correction to be within the vibration
standards. The control device 16 simulates an imbalance cor-
rection effect to all correction vectors indicating the adequate
correction amount when a correction is performed based on
the correction amount and the correction phase calculated on
the basis of those correction vectors. Next, the control device
16 selects the definite correction vector that is the correction
vector having the highest correction effect, thereby calculat-
ing the adequate correction amount (definite correction
amount and definite correction phase) from the vibration
value of the definite correction vector and the phase thereof.

Thereafter, in the imbalance correcting step S6, the control
device 16 outputs, to the correction machining device 17,
instruction signals indicating the definite correction amount
(cutting level) and the definite correction phase (cutting posi-
tion) of the impeller nut 22 corresponding to the adequate
correction amount calculated in the adequate correction
amount calculating step S5. The correction machining device
17 cuts the impeller nut 22 based on the instruction signals.
After the imbalance correcting step S6, the relationship
between the vibration value of the turbocharger 20 and the
rotation speed thereof becomes to have the vibration values
satisfying the vibration standards at all rotation speeds within
the range of the determination rotation speeds as illustrated in
FIG. 7.

According to such an embodiment, the following advan-
tages are achieved.

(1) The imbalance correction method measures the vibra-
tion state (vibration value of a rotator and phase thereof) of the
rotator before a provisional correction and the vibration state
of'the rotator after the provisional correction at multiple rota-
tion speeds within the range of determination rotation speeds.
Moreover, the imbalance correction method calculates, for
each rotation speed, the range of the set of terminal points of
correction vectors for obtaining the vibration value that sat-
isfy the vibration standards from the vibration vector at each
rotation speed. Furthermore, the imbalance correction
method selects the definite correction vector from the correc-
tion vectors having terminal points in an area where the
respective ranges of the sets at the respective rotation speeds
overlap with each other among the plurality of correction
vectors. Next, the imbalance correction method calculates the
definite correction amount and the definite correction phase
based on the definite correction vector, and corrects the
imbalance of the rotator based on those definite correction
amount and definite correction phase. Hence, the imbalance
correction method can cause the vibration value of the turbo-
charger 20 within the range of the determination rotation
speeds to be less than or equal to the standards.

(2) The imbalance correction method selects, as the defi-
nite correction vector, the correction vector having the high-
est correction effect among the correction vectors having the
terminal points in an area where the respective ranges of the
sets overlap with each other. Hence, the optimized correction
vector can be selected as the definite correction vector.
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(3) The correction device includes the imbalance correc-
tion amount calculating device (10 to 16) and the correction
machining device 17. The imbalance correction amount cal-
culating device (10 to 16) includes the rotation speed mea-
suring unit that detects the rotation speed of the rotator, the
vibration value measuring unit, the vibration phase measur-
ing unit, and the calculating unit that calculates the adequate
correction amount for correcting the imbalance. The calcu-
lating unit calculates, for each rotation speed, the range of the
set of terminal points of correction vectors for obtaining the
vibration value satisfying the vibration standards from the
vibration vector at each rotation speed based on the vibration
state (vibration value of rotator and phase thereof) of the
rotator before the provisional correction and measured at
multiple rotation speeds within the range of the determination
rotation speeds and the vibration state of the rotator after the
provisional correction. Moreover, the calculating unit selects
the definite correction vector from the correction vectors hav-
ing the terminal points in an area where the respective ranges
of'the sets at the respective rotation speeds overlap with each
other among the plurality of correction vectors. Next, the
calculating unit calculates the adequate correction amount for
correcting the imbalance of the rotator based on the definite
correction vector. Hence, the imbalance correction amount
calculating device can perform the procedures of performing
the imbalance correction method up to the decision of the
definite correction amount and the definite correction phase
for the final imbalance correction of the rotator based on the
definite correction vector. Subsequently, the correction
machining device 17 performs final imbalance correction on
the rotator based on the decided definite correction amount
and definite correction phase, and thus the correction device
can cause the vibration value within the range of the determi-
nation rotation speed of the rotator to be less than or equal to
the standards.

FIGS. 8 to 11 illustrate a second embodiment of the present
invention. In this embodiment, when a provisional correction
(trial cutting) is performed in the provisional correction step
S2, a provisional correction phase that is a correction phase
when a trial cutting is performed on the impeller nut 22 is
calculated based on the initial vibration phase at the rotation
speed of the rotator corresponding to the natural frequency of
the jig. The second embodiment differs from the first embodi-
ment in this point. The same elements as those of the first
embodiment will be denoted by the same reference numerals
and the detailed explanation thereof will be omitted.

When the imbalance correction method of the first embodi-
ment was applied to various workpieces (turbochargers), as
illustrated in FIG. 8, in the adequate correction amount cal-
culating step S5, some circles among the circles AS had no
overlap area with other some circles depending on the work-
piece. InFIG. 8, for example, the lower left circle As does not
overlap the upper right circle AS and the lower right circle AS.
Those circles AS indicate the range of the set of terminal
points of correction vectors for obtaining the vibration value
satisfying the vibration standards among the correction vec-
tors calculated from the vibration vectors at respective rota-
tion speeds. A cause of such circles AS, which did not overlap
with each other, was studied and it was found that when a
correction was performed in a bend increasing direction in
which bending of the rotator was increased, the apparent
imbalance amount of the rotator was increased, and the linear
relationship between the imbalance and the vibration was not
satisfied. It was concluded that, in this case, the calculation
result of the correction vector may contain errors, and thus
some circles AS may have no overlap area with other some
circles AS.
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In order to confirm this idea, as illustrated in FIG. 9, a test
weight installer 25 having a plurality of installation holes 25«
for test weights formed in the circumferential direction at a
predetermined pitch was attached to a workpiece that had
caused a technical problem in the adequate correction amount
calculating step S5. In FIG. 9, 12 installation holes 254 were
formed at an equal pitch. Next, with test weights being
installed successively in the respective installation holes 254,
a phase with a solution and a phase without a solution were
examined. The term “a phase with a solution” means a phase
when all circles AS among the plurality of circles AS have a
partial overlap area in the adequate correction amount calcu-
lating step S5 with the test weight being installed in the
installation hole 25a at that phase. The respective circles AS
indicate the range of the set of terminal points of correction
vectors calculated to obtain the vibration value satisfying the
vibration standards based on the vibration vector at each
rotation speed. Moreover, the term “a phase without a solu-
tion” means a phase when there is a circle AS that does not
overlap the other circles AS among the plurality of circles AS
in the adequate correction amount calculating step S5 with
the test weight being installed in the installation hole 254 at
that phase. In this case, also, the circle AS indicates the range
of'the set of terminal points of correction vectors calculated to
obtain the vibration value satisfying the vibration standards
based on the vibration vector at each rotation speed.

As a result, it was confirmed that there is no “without a
solution” condition in all phases even in the case of the
workpiece having a technical problem in the adequate cor-
rection amount calculation step S5, i.e., the workpiece with-
out a solution. FIGS. 10(a) to 10(d) exemplify some exam-
ined results. In FIG. 10(a), the lower half of the test weight
installer 25 is the phase with a solution, while the upper half
thereof is the phase without a solution. In FIG. 10(5), the left
part is the phase with a solution, while the remaining portions
are the phase without a solution. In FIG. 10(c), only one part
at the diagonal lower right is the phase with a solution, while
the remaining portions are the phase without a solution. In
FIG. 10(d), the upper half is the phase with a solution, while
the lower half is the phase without a solution. It became clear
that there were phases with solutions and phase without solu-
tion for each workpiece. Moreover, it was confirmed that the
phases with solutions were continuously present in the cir-
cumferential direction of the workpiece, and the phases with-
out solution were also continuously present in the circumfer-
ential direction of the workpiece. Furthermore, it was
confirmed that the range of the phase with a solution and the
range of the phase without a solution differed for each work-
piece.

When an installation phase that was a phase indicating the
position where the test weight was installed was set in the
direction of an arrow FA illustrated in FIGS. 10(a) to 10(d) in
each workpiece, it was confirmed that any workpiece was in
a “with a solution” condition. That is, it was confirmed that
when the correction method of the first embodiment was
carried out for a correction, if the installation phase of the test
weight was set to be a phase where the peak vibration value
after the correction becomes the minimum (ideal correction
phase), all workpieces were in a “with a solution” condition.
The arrow FA runs from the axial line of the workpiece to the
center of the angular width of the phase with a solution in each
workpiece. Hence, when the ideal correction phase is pre-
dicted from the initial vibration measuring result (the mea-
sured results of the vibration value of the rotator before the
provisional correction and the phase thereof), the phase (di-
rection) at which the provisional correction is performed in
the provisional correction step S2 can be the adequate cor-
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rection phase. Moreover, in the adequate correction amount
calculating step S5, all circles have partial overlap area
among the plurality of circles AS indicating the range of the
set of terminal points of correction vectors. That is, it
becomes a “with a solution” condition. Those circles AS can
be obtained by calculating the range of the set of terminal
points of correction vectors for obtaining the vibration value
satisfying the vibration standards based on the vibration vec-
tors at respective rotation speeds.

Unlike the above explanation, when the imbalance correc-
tion is performed on the rotator not by adding the test weight
but by cutting the impeller nut 22, the correction phase (direc-
tion) is a phase shifted by 180 degrees from the installation
phase of the test weight. That is, the direction shifted by 180
degrees from the direction of the arrow FA illustrated in
FIGS.10(a) to 10(d) is the ideal correction phase (direction of
arrow FA) when a correction is performed on the workpiece
by cutting the impeller nut 22.

The characteristics possessed by the workpiece appearin a
maximally emphasized manner at the rotation speed corre-
sponding to the natural frequency of the jig. Hence, it is
predicted that the imbalance direction of the workpiece
matches the direction in which vibration occurs. Moreover, it
is predicted that the ideal correction phase can be derived at
the time of initial vibration measurement, when the vibration
phase of the rotator at the rotation speed corresponding to the
natural frequency of the jig is grasped. Accordingly, when the
relationship between the natural frequency of the jig and the
ideal correction phase was examined using jigs with different
natural frequencies, it was confirmed that the vibration occur-
ring direction and the ideal correction phase matched with
each other at the rotation speed corresponding to the natural
frequency of the jig. The term “natural frequency of the jig”
means a natural frequency of the whole correction device
(however, the upper part of the correction device above the
vibration absorbing rubber members 11) including the
mounting jig 12 and the turbocharger 20 with the turbo-
charger 20 in a non-rotated condition being mounted on the
mounting jig 12 in FIG. 2.

The imbalance correction method of the second embodi-
ment has been made in view of the above-described discus-
sion. That is, the imbalance correction method of the second
embodiment includes the respective steps of the first embodi-
ment, i.e., the initial vibration measuring step S1, the provi-
sional correction step S2, the imbalance state checking step
S3, the correction-vector-set range calculating step S4, the
adequate correction amount calculating step S5, and the
imbalance correcting step S6, and only the provisional cor-
rection step S2 differs from that of the first embodiment. As
illustrated in FIG. 11, the provisional correction step S2 of the
second embodiment includes a jig-natural-frequency check-
ing step S2-1 and a trial correction phase deriving step S2-2.

Inthe jig-natural-frequency checking step S2-1, the control
device 16 calculates a rotation speed corresponding to the
natural frequency of the jig from the natural frequency of the
jig detected when the turbocharger 20 is in a non-rotated
condition. Next, in the trial correction phase deriving step
S2-2, the control device 16 sets a provisional correction phase
(correction direction) based on the initial vibration phase of
the rotator at the rotation speed corresponding to the natural
frequency of the jig, and calculates a provisional correction
amount that is a correction amount on a trial basis from the
correction vector corresponding to that correction direction.
Subsequently, the control device 16 outputs signals including
the calculated provisional correction amount and provisional
correction phase to the correction machining device 17. The
correction machining device 17 cuts (trial cutting) the impel-
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ler nut 22 based on the signals output by the control device 16.
Thereafter, the respective steps that are from the imbalance
state checking step S3 to the imbalance correcting step S6 are
performed like the first embodiment, and the imbalance cor-
rection completes.

Hence, according to the second embodiment, the following
advantage is achieved in addition to the same advantages as
those of (1) to (3) of the first embodiment.

(4) The correction phase at the time of the provisional
correction is calculated based on the initial vibration phase at
the rotation speed of the rotator corresponding to the natural
frequency ofthe jig. Hence, the correction phase at the time of
the provisional correction can take a further adequate value.
The control device 16 can calculate a further adequate definite
correction vector regardless of the imbalance state of the
rotator before the provisional correction.

FIGS. 12(a) to 14 illustrate a third embodiment of the
present invention. The present embodiment differs from the
first embodiment in that the trial cutting level of the impeller
nut 22 is set to be a further adequate level to cut the impeller
nut 22 on a trial basis when a provisional correction (trial
cutting) is performed in the provisional correction step S2.
The same elements as those of the first embodiment will be
denoted by the same reference numerals, and the detailed
explanation thereof will be omitted.

When the imbalance correction method of the first embodi-
ment was applied to various workpieces (turbochargers), the
vibration value after the correction did not satisfy the vibra-
tion standards depending on the workpiece. More specifi-
cally, even if the definite correction was performed such that
the adequate correction amount (correction amount and cor-
rection phase) calculated in the adequate correction amount
calculating step S5 was accomplished, the vibration value of
the rotator (vibration value of turbocharger) after the definite
correction may mismatch the predicted vibration value pre-
dicted as it was obtained after the definite correction. The
cause of this technical problem was studied, and it was con-
cluded that vibration measurement of the rotator always con-
tained variability, and depending on the correction amount at
the time of provisional correction in the provisional correc-
tion step S2, the variability at the time of vibration measure-
ment after the provisional correction became large. As a
result, it is thought that the predicted vibration value of the
rotator and the actual correction result (vibration value after
the definite correction) have a mismatch there between.

FIGS. 12(a) and 12(5) illustrate an image of the effect of
variability at the time of vibration measurement. In a two-
dimensional plane illustrated in FIGS. 12(a) and 12(5), the
dimension (radius) of a circle indicating each vibration rep-
resents the level of the variability of vibration.

As illustrated in FIG. 12(a), when the provisional correc-
tion amount is inadequate, the variability of vibration after the
definite correction (vibration after correction) is large. In
contrast, as illustrated in FIG. 12(), when the provisional
correction amount is adequate, the variability of vibration
after the definite correction (vibration after correction) is
small. The relationship between the initial imbalance amount
and the initial vibration average value (acceleration) was
examined, and it was confirmed that there was a strong cor-
relation (proportional relationship) there between as illus-
trated in FIG. 13. The proportional constant in FIG. 13
changes depending on product design values, such as the
shaft diameter of the rotator, the shaft length thereof, and the
mass of the rotator, the oscillation condition of the jig and the
mass thereof, and is a unique value to each kind of the rotator
and jig.
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Based on the above-described discussion, the imbalance
correction method of the third embodiment has been made.
The imbalance correction method of the third embodiment
includes the respective steps of the first embodiment, i.e., the
initial vibration measuring step S1, the provisional correction
step S2, the imbalance state checking step S3, the correction-
vector-set range calculating step S4, the adequate correction
amount calculating step S5, and the imbalance correcting step
S6, but only the provisional correction step S2 differs from
that of the first embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 14, the
provisional correction step S2 of the third embodiment
includes an initial vibration average value calculating step
S2-3, and a trial correction amount calculating step S2-4. The
control device 16 stores a map or a relational expression
representing a relationship between an initial condition
imbalance amount obtained in advance for each jig and an
initial vibration average value (acceleration) in the memory.

In the initial vibration average value calculating step S2-3,
the control device 16 calculates an average value of the vibra-
tion value (more specifically, acceleration) within the range
of'the determination rotation speeds and checked in the initial
vibration measuring step S1. Next, in the trial correction
amount calculating step S2-4, the control device 16 calculates
aninitial condition imbalance amount based on the map or the
relational expression representing the relationship between
the initial condition imbalance amount and the initial vibra-
tion average value, and the initial vibration average value
calculated in the initial vibration average value calculating
step S2-3. Moreover, the control device 16 calculates a pro-
visional correction amount, which is a correction amount on
a trial basis, from the initial condition imbalance amount.
Furthermore, the control device 16 obtains a provisional cor-
rection phase (provisional correction direction), which is a
correction phase on a trial basis based on the ideal correction
direction in the second embodiment or an arbitrary correction
vector. Subsequently, the control device 16 outputs signals
including the provisional correction amount and the provi-
sional correction phase to the correction machining device
17. The correction machining device 17 cuts the impeller nut
22 based on the signals output by the control device 16.
Thereafter, the steps from the imbalance state checking step
S3 to the imbalance correction step S6 are performed like the
first embodiment, and the imbalance correction of the rotator
completes.

Hence, according to the third embodiment, the following
advantage are achieved in addition to the same advantages as
those of (1) to (3) of the first embodiment.

(5) The correction amount when the provisional correction
is performed is calculated based on the relationship between
the average value of the initial vibration values and the initial
condition imbalance amount. Hence, the correction amount
when the provisional correction is performed becomes fur-
ther adequate. Accordingly, the vibration value after the
imbalance correction is performed based on the correction
amount and the correction phase set on the basis of the defi-
nite correction vector becomes able to further surely satisfy
the vibration standards.

FIGS. 15(a) to 16(d) illustrate a fourth embodiment of the
present invention. The fourth embodiment has a feature in the
shape of the impeller nut 22 and cutting method thereof.
When imbalance is corrected by cutting the impeller nut 22,
conventionally, as illustrated in FIG. 15(a), the impeller nut
22 having a large number of projections 22a and recesses 225
formed in the outer periphery is used. As illustrated in FIG.
15(b), the correction machining device moves (drives) a
grinding tool 26 in the tangent line direction of the impeller
nut 22 to cut the impeller nut 22, and moves the grinding tool
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26 in the perpendicular direction to the running direction
thereof, thereby adjusting the cutting depth to adjust the cut-
ting level. There is such a correction machining device that
cuts and machines a part of the impeller nut 22 to correct the
impeller nut 22. In this case, however, the necessary number
of axes to allow a machining unit to move the grinding tool 26
is two, which is expensive in comparison with a monoaxial
case. Moreover, since the cutting is performed across the
projections 22a and the recesses 22b, the cutting level (cor-
rection amount) often has an error which is likely to occur by
the cutting. Moreover, as illustrated in FIG. 15(c), in the
correction machining in the imbalance correction step S6, the
impeller nut 22 may be clamped by a pair of clamp members
27. In this case, when respective clamping position of the
impeller nut 22 by the clamp members 27 overlap the portion
cut in the provisional correction step S2, the cutting phase
may be misaligned. Furthermore, when the correction phase
in the imbalance correcting step S6 is the same phase as the
correction phase in the provisional correction step S2, or
when a part of the corrected portion in the imbalance correct-
ing step S6 overlaps a portion having already undergone the
cutting and machining in the provisional correction step S2 as
illustrated in FIG. 15(d), it becomes unable to correct the
impeller nut 22.

In contrast, according to the fourth embodiment, as illus-
trated in FIG. 16(a), the impeller nut 22 having projections
22a with a larger width (angular width) than the conventional
impeller nut 22 is used. That is, the pitch of the recesses 225
is extended. Moreover, the cutting position of the impeller nut
22 is limited to the projections 22a, and two portions of the
impeller nut 22 are cut and the cutting phase is adjusted by a
synthesized vector. Those features are remarkably different
from the conventional cutting technique. The cutting is car-
ried out by, as illustrated in FIG. 16(6), moving the grinding
tool 26 in parallel with the axial direction of the impeller nut
22 at a constant distance from the center of the impeller nut
22. The cutting level is adjusted by adjusting a cutting dis-
tance, i.e., the displacement of the grinding tool 26. Hence,
according to the fourth embodiment, the necessary number of
axes for the machining unit (correction machining device 17)
to move the grinding tool 26 is one. Moreover, as illustrated in
FIG. 16(c), the clamping positions of the impeller nut 22 by
the clamp members 27 are limited to the projections 22a not
to be machined.

Accordingly, when the impeller nut 22 of the fourth
embodiment and the cutting method thereof are applied to the
first to third embodiments, the following advantages can be
accomplished in addition to the advantages of the respective
embodiments.

(6) The imbalance of the rotator is corrected by cutting and
machining the impeller nut 22 having equal to or greater than
six projections 22a (with an angular width of substantially 60
degrees), and the corrected positions (cutting positions) are
limited to the projections 22a. Hence, the correction amount
does not contain an error due to the recesses and projections.

(7) The clamping position of the impeller nut 22 held by the
clamp members 27 when the impeller nut 22 is subjected to a
correction and machining is limited to the portion not sub-
jected to the machining. Moreover, the correction machining
is performed on the two locations (two projections 22a) of the
impeller nut 22. Accordingly, the clamping position of the
clamped impeller nut 22 does not include the corrected por-
tion cut in the provisional correction. Hence, the correction
precision of the rotator is not deteriorated, and the correction
precision is improved.

(8) The grinding tool 26 is moved in parallel with the axial
direction of the impeller nut 22 at a constant distance from the
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center of the impeller nut 22, thereby cutting and machining
the impeller nut 22. Accordingly, the number of axes of the
machining unit becomes one, and thus the machining unit of
the fourth embodiment, i.e., the correction machining device
17 is inexpensive in comparison with the conventional biaxial
type.

(9) The cutting level of the impeller nut 22 is adjusted
through an adjustment of the cutting distance (displacement
of'the grinding tool 26). Hence, even if the correction phase of
the provisional correction and the correction phase of the
definite correction become the same, the impeller nut can be
adequately corrected and machined.

Those embodiments are not limited to the above-described
cases, and may be embodied, for example, as follows.

In the adequate correction amount calculating step S5, as
the definite correction vector for calculating the adequate
correction amount (definite correction amount and definite
correction phase), a correction vector interconnecting the
origin of the coordinate in FIG. 6(b) and an arbitrary point
within an overlap area Ao may be selected. For example, a
vector that interconnects the origin in FIG. 6(b) and the
weight center of the overlap area Ao may be selected as the
definite correction vector. Alternatively, imbalance correc-
tion effects for all correction vectors indicating the adequate
correction amounts when a correction is performed at the
correction amount and the correction phase calculated based
on respective correction vectors are obtained through a simu-
lation. Next, the correction vector having the highest correc-
tion effect among all of the correction vectors may be selected
as the definite correction vector. However, selection of the
definite correction vector is simplified when a correction
vector interconnecting the weight center of the overlap area
Ao with the origin of the coordinate is selected.

The imbalance correction (cutting and machining) of the
rotator in the provisional correction step S2 and the imbalance
correcting step S6 is not limited to the technique of cutting the
impeller nut 22. For example, a member for a cutting correc-
tion other than the impeller nut 22 may be fastened to the
rotating shaft of the turbocharger 20 so as to be rotatable
together with the impeller 21, and the member for a cutting
correction may be cut. The correction in the provisional cor-
rection step S2 and the imbalance correcting step S6 can be
carried out in this way.

The correction in the provisional correction step S2 and the
imbalance correcting step S6 may be carried out by adding a
weight for a correction to the rotator instead of cutting the
impeller nut 22 or the member for a cutting correction. For
example, a correction weight installer like the test weight
installer 25 described in the second embodiment may be
attached to the rotator. In the provisional correction step S2 or
the imbalance correcting step S6, a weight corresponding to
the correction amount may be attached to the correction
weight installer.

The number of the projections 22a of the impeller nut 22 in
the fourth embodiment may be larger than six.

The correction device does not necessary need to have both
imbalance amount calculating device and correction machin-
ing device 17. For example, the imbalance amount calculat-
ing device and the correction machining device 17 may be
provided independently from each other. An exclusive cor-
rection machining device may perform correction machining
on the impeller nut 22 at the correction amount and the cor-
rection phase calculated by the imbalance amount calculating
device.

Intheinitial vibration measuring step S1 and the imbalance
state checking step S3, the interval of the rotation speed for
measuring the vibration state (vibration value and phase) of
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the rotator is not limited to the interval of 200 rpm, and may
be smaller than 200 rpm or may be larger. The smaller the
interval of the rotation speed becomes, the higher the preci-
sion becomes, but the labor workpiece for calculation
increases. In contrast, the larger the interval of the rotation
speed becomes, the lower the precision becomes, but the
labor workpiece for calculation decreases. The interval of the
rotation speed can be increased up to substantially 1000 rpm.

It is not necessary to set the range of the determination
rotation speeds to be the same range of the actual rotation
speeds ofthe turbocharger 20 in practice, and such a range can
be set within a range where the rotation vibration possibly
becomes large when the turbocharger 20 is in use. For
example, even if the range of the actual rotation speeds of the
turbocharger 20 in practice is wide, it is unnecessary to make
the range of the determination rotation speeds widespread up
to the range of the slow rotation speeds where there is no
possibility that the rotation vibration becomes large when the
turbocharger 20 is in use.

The rotating device is not limited to the turbocharger 20,
and may be other rotating devices, such as a rotating electrical
machine, and a turbine for power generation.

The following technical ideas (inventions) are understand-
able from the above-described embodiments.

(1) An imbalance correction method for correcting imbal-
ance of a rotator, the rotator being fastened to a rotating shaft
of'arotating device by anut, the imbalance correction method
including in order to correct the imbalance of the rotator by
cutting the nut:

using as the nut a nut having six or more projections; and

correcting the imbalance of the rotator by cutting and
machining only the projections.

(2) The imbalance correction method of the technical idea
(1), further including:

clamping the nut when cutting and machining the projec-
tions, in which

a clamping position of the nut is limited to a portion not
subjected to machining, and

cutting and machining of the nut is performed on two
different ones of the projections.

(3) The imbalance correction method of the technical idea
(1) or (2), in which cutting and machining of the nut includes:
moving a cutting tool in parallel with an axial direction of the
nut at a constant distance from a center of the nut.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE
NUMERALS

AS Circle indicating range of set
Ao Overlap area
V1s, V2s, V3s Correction vectors
13 Vibration pickup configuring vibration value measuring
unit and vibration phase measuring unit
15 FFT analyzer likewise
14 Laser rotation indicator as rotation speed measuring unit
16 Control device as calculating unit
The invention claimed is:
1. An imbalance correction method for correcting imbal-
ance of a rotator, the method comprising:
measuring a vibration state of the rotator before a provi-
sional correction and a vibration state of the rotator after
the provisional correction at multiple rotation speeds
within a range of determination rotation speeds;
calculating, from vibration vectors at the respective rota-
tion speeds, a range of set of terminal points of correc-
tion vectors for obtaining a vibration value satisfying a
vibration standards for each rotation speed;
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selecting a definite correction vector from the correction
vectors having terminal points in an area where the
respective ranges of the sets calculated for the respective
rotation speeds overlap with each other among the cor-
rection vectors;

setting a definite correction amount and a definite correc-

tion phase based on the definite correction vector; and
correcting the imbalance of the rotator based on the definite
correction amount and the definite correction phase.

2. The imbalance correction method according to claim 1,
wherein a correction phase when the provisional correction is
performed is set based on an initial vibration phase of the
rotator at a rotation speed corresponding to a natural fre-
quency of a jig.

3. The imbalance correction method according to claim 1,
wherein a correction amount when the provisional correction
is performed is calculated based on a relationship between an
average value of initial vibration values of the rotator and an
initial condition imbalance amount.

4. The imbalance correction method according to claim 1,
wherein as the definite correction vector, a correction vector
having a highest correction effect is selected among the cor-
rection vectors having terminal points in the area where the
respective ranges of the sets overlap with each other.

5. An imbalance correction amount calculating device that
calculates a correction amount for correcting imbalance of a
rotator, the device comprising:

a rotation speed measuring unit that detects a rotation

speed of the rotator;

a vibration value measuring unit;

a vibration phase measuring unit; and
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a calculating unit that calculates an adequate correction
amount for correcting the imbalance of the rotator,
wherein the calculating unit is configured to

calculate, for each rotation speed, a range of set of terminal

points of correction vectors for obtaining a vibration
value satistying a vibration standards from a vibration
vector at each rotation speed based on a vibration state of
the rotator before a provisional correction and a vibra-
tion state of the rotator after the provisional correction
both measured at multiple rotation speeds within a range
of determination rotation speeds;

select a definite correction vector from the correction vec-

tors having terminal points in an area where the respec-
tive ranges of the sets at the respective rotation speeds
overlap with each other among the correction vectors;
and

calculate an adequate correction amount based on the defi-

nite correction vector.

6. The imbalance correction amount calculating device
according to claim 5, wherein the calculating unit calculates
a correction phase when the provisional correction is per-
formed based on an initial vibration phase of the rotator at a
rotation speed corresponding to a natural frequency of a jig.

7. The imbalance correction amount calculating device
according to claim 5, wherein the calculating unit calculates
a correction amount when the provisional correction is per-
formed based on a relationship between an average value of
initial vibration values of the rotator and an initial condition
imbalance amount.



